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A LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT AND THE CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD

Much has changed since 1968, the year a dedicated band of students, activists and 
community leaders founded Hostos Community College. This is to be expected;                   
as the ancient Greek philosopher Heraclitus once observed, “The only thing that is 
constant is change.” One thing that has not changed, however, is the College’s 
mission: To provide the South Bronx and neighboring communities with affordable, 
high-quality education, and to inspire our students to excel and create a better 
world for themselves, their families, and the communities of which they are a part.

In the following pages you will meet a few of our many donors who believe in our 
mission and have given generously and meaningfully of their time, energy, and 
resources in support of our students. Their stories are as varied and diverse as 
could be imagined, but they all possess the desire to give back – to help –  so that 
others may also succeed inside and outside of the classroom. We trust you will 
be moved and inspired by their lives and their dedication to being agents of change.

You will also find a panoply of facts about the College and its students, a financial 
overview, a list of individual and corporate donors, and a list of the 32 scholarships 
the college offers. We believe it paints a picture of a thriving institution. 

As we begin our next 50 years, we take pride in our past and look forward with 
hope and optimism. Five decades of inspiring and transforming lives tells us we are 
doing something right, and we hope you will choose to contribute to the scholarships 
and student support services that play a vital role in student success. Together, we 
can achieve wonders. 

With our very best wishes,

David Gómez, Ed.D.
President, Hostos Community College

José A. Sánchez-Kinghorn
Chair, Hostos Community College Foundation
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COMMITTED TO THE EDUCATION 
OF THE NEXT GENERATION
STAVROS NIARCHOS FOUNDATION

GROUP CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER VASILI TSAMIS
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How can we not provide 
a better life, the promise 
of a better future to those 
who are deserving?

The Stavros Niarchos Foundation is named for its founder Stavros Niarchos, 
an astute businessman and true visionary.  After studying law in Greece and 
serving in the Greek Navy in World War II, Niarchos started a shipping company 
in Greece that grew rapidly into a global business. After his death in 1996, his 
legacy and philosophy of meaningful giving continued through the work of 
the Foundation, to which he gave a broad mandate to support organizations 
in the fields of arts & culture, education, health & sports, and social welfare. 
In the 22 years since the Foundation’s establishment, more than 4,000 grants 
have been made to institutions and organizations in 124 countries. Among the 
recipients of grant support is Hostos Community College, which has received 
gifts totaling over $400,000 since 2014. 

Vasili Tsamis serves as Group Chief Operating Officer of the Stavros Niarchos  
Foundation. He provides strategic direction to shape the Foundation’s grant-making 
activity and ensures the smooth operation of the three offices in Athens, Monaco 
and New York City. “Education, as a commitment to the younger generation, 
is a very special part of the Foundation’s giving. By building communities, you 
build for the future and the positive impacts of education multiply over the 
course of a life,” he stated.

The principle of supporting positive change in underserved communities 
guides many aspects of the Foundation’s grant-making. Tsamis recalls that the 
first grant awarded to Hostos Community College by the Foundation in 2014 
was in support of returning veterans. “The Foundation believed it was important 
to support returning veterans as they transition back to civilian life and look 
forward to the future.” 

In making grants, the Foundation seeks organizations pursuing a purposeful 
and meaningful central mission and fully committed to the cause of the individuals 
they serve. “Hostos demonstrates a clear direction, a commitment and enthu- 
siasm through its teachers and educators. The Foundation selected Hostos with 
the knowledge that Hostos would maximize the support given and that investing 
this support would yield generous returns in goodwill and good feeling.” 

Born and raised in Greece, Tsamis came to the U.S. in his high school years 
and stayed for college. After a successful three-decade career in the banking 
industry, he was offered an opportunity to work for the Foundation, an organi-
zation whose philosophy of giving he greatly admired. Tsamis steadfastly 
believes in the work of the Foundation and finds deep fulfillment in his role. 
He is able to put his skills and experience toward making positive change in 
people's lives. “How can we not provide a better life, the promise of a better 
future to those who are deserving?“ 

Tsamis believes in the symmetry of doing well and doing good and avidly 
identifies with one of the aphorisms of Eugenio María de Hostos in the 50  
Aphorisms book found on his desk: “True human beings are those individuals 
that, while progressing in life, in thinking, in will, and feeling, preserve their 
infancy in old age, their candor despite experience, their purity amidst worldly 
knowledge, their faith even when confronting the most intense of desperations — a 
conscience in everything and in spite of everything.” 
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His professional trajectory is equally storybook: Born in Vietnam, his family 
lived as refugees in Thailand.  Now Tran is assistant professor of sociology at  
Columbia University. His area of expertise blends immigration, gentrification, 
ethnic relations, social inequality and public policy, and his unique perspective 
has fueled his desire to lift others.

Where did this immigration scholar and urban sociologist become fascinated 
with inner-city melting pots? Hostos Community College. “My time at Hostos 
was transformative,” Tran noted. “The moment I stepped foot on campus, I saw 
flags from all over the world hanging from the C-Building ceiling. It was so 
reflective of Hostos’ spirit.” One core area of his research is the intergenerational 
integration of Hispanic and Latino immigrants. These first ideas originated 
from his exposure to classmates at Hostos as he wondered who they were, why 
they were here, and what their American experience was like. Through studying 
sociology, Tran found the answer to all of his questions.

When he came to the U.S. in 1998 with his family, Tran worked in a hardware 
store. Dreaming of pursuing a college degree, he carefully went through the 
Yellow Pages alphabetically, calling each institution and inquiring the cost of 
education. Upon encountering Hostos, he realized that following his dream 
would be financially feasible. 

The Hostos alum, who graduated in 2002, recalls the moment he was inspired 
 to give back. “As I reflected upon my journey, I remembered how I arrived in 
NYC as a refugee. It was Hostos that gave me the opportunity to achieve my 
own version of the American dream.” Although now a professor, Tran came from 
a low-income background and identifies with the students' need for financial 
support. “The support I received made all the difference in what I have achieved.”

A longtime supporter of Hostos, Tran concluded years ago that “there is no 
time like now” to give and simply donates to the College and other institutions 
of higher learning that guided him toward his educational calling. He gives 
back as a way of demonstrating his gratitude to the institution that provided 
him with an education and launched him into the professional career he holds 
and the professor he is today. He also believes in the significance of giving to 
the next generation of students. “It is important to provide opportunities to 
the next generation of students who, like me, arrived from all over the world 
to Hostos. They should also have a fair shot of achieving their own American 
dream. I think this is the most meaningful aspect of giving.” 

VAN C. TRAN

Dr. Van Tran’s educational journey reads like a poem: 

From Hostos, 
to Hunter, 
to Harvard. 

As I reflected upon my journey,  
I remembered how  I arrived in  
NYC as a refugee. It was Hostos  
that gave me the opportunity to 
achieve my own version of the 
American dream.

A JOURNEY 
OF GRATITUDE
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COMMUNITY MATTERS

Former director of the Bronx Council of the Arts Bill Aguado has long advocated 
for and invested heavily in the people and communities of the Bronx, and his 
longtime commitment to Hostos Community College is a natural extension of 
his dedication to the borough. “I liked what they were doing,” he said of the 
College. “I liked the commitment of the professionals at Hostos, I like its history, 
in some respects I was part of its history.” Indeed, he was and continues to be. 

Aguado has been an ardent supporter of Hostos for decades, over which time 
he has collaborated with the Hostos Center for the Arts & Culture, served as a 
Hostos Community College Foundation board member for more than twenty 
years and generously donated to such efforts as the Carlos González and Edward 
González, Jr. Scholarship, the Circle of 100, and the Hostos Archives at the library.   
Approximately six years ago, Aguado established the Josephine Aguado Scholar-
ship for Hostos students who are single mothers. The scholarship – named in 
honor of his late mother who raised him on her own after his father passed 
away – grants a handful of students a $1,000 scholarship each year. “I want 
to honor the single mother who’s going to school and raising a family,” he said.  
“They have more challenges than students would ever know until they get into 
that situation of raising a family.”

Students must be enrolled at the College full-time and achieve at least a B 
average to qualify for the scholarship, and recipients may apply the funds towards 
anything they wish, even a much-needed vacation. 

Aguado has had the privilege of meeting some of the scholarship recipients 
and says seeing their reactions and the reactions of their families has been 
especially rewarding. 

“To me, it’s not just the joy of giving, but it’s the affirmation that the recipient 
feels at some point,” he said.

 
For Aguado who also underwrites fellowships and grants for several other 

community organizations, that affirmation is what giving is all about. His profes-  
sional and philanthropic work are largely fueled by a desire to not only provide 
financial support to those who need it, but to recognize those whose talent, 
hard work and sacrifice are often overlooked; giving in a loved one’s name makes 
the gift all the more meaningful. Looking ahead, Aguado wants to do more and 
he hopes his story and philosophy of giving will encourage others to also give 
meaningful gifts. 

He urges others to donate to community organizations, churches and institu- 
 tions of higher education, such as Hostos. “What I hope can come out of this 
is that people like me who don’t have a family will donate to a community 
organization, a church or to Hostos,” he said, adding that if he had children, 
he would likely still give. “Right now I think it is important for the message to 
get out there. And if your children are well off, leave five percent of your estate 
to a college, CUNY, or Bronx Lebanon or BronxWorks, anyone that has an impact. 
We have to take care of our own.” 

We have to take 
care of our own.

BILL AGUADO
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Michael Potack owns and operates his family’s business of over 90 years. 
Unitex, a textile rental company established by Potack’s grandfather, originally 
provided linens for rental within the hospitality industry. The company, now under 
Potack’s management and ownership, was passed to him by his father. Throughout 
the years, the company expanded its services from hospitality to the medical 
industry, specializing in medical and healthcare uniform and linen rental for use 
in New York City hospitals, nursing homes and ambulatory medical practices. 
After graduating from Baruch College, CUNY in the mid-1960s, Potack went 
straight to work at his family’s business and has been there ever since. 

Potack’s family business was located near Yankee Stadium from 1947 until 
2003 and his connection to the Bronx and the Latino population has always 
held a deeper meaning to him. He recognizes the support his family’s business 
received from the people of the Bronx and how Latinos have been instrumental 
in helping to expand his company. “We are proud and thankful for all the contri- 
butions that our Latino team members have made over the years to grow and 
improve our Company.” His words could not ring more true as his support of 
Hostos Community College is not only reflected by way of his own donation, 
but through employment of Hostos graduates. 

Potack's support of the College dates back to 2005 where he provided general 
support to the Nancy Reveron Domestic Violence Center at Hostos and scholarships 
towards the Nursing Department. He later established the Judith Z. Potack 
and Dorothy Hausberg scholarship, which supports graduating nursing students 
in financial need and covers the fees for post graduate nursing qualifying exams 
and nursing licensure. The intention of his donation was to offer a benefit to first 
generation, economically disadvantaged, higher education students who would 
“help identify opportunities that matched their skill set.” Their success motivates 
him to continue giving. “People should be able to maximize their skills and 
abilities, and if giving helps people and society, that’s a good thing.”

In retrospect, Potack credits his service as the Highbridge Community Life  
Center Chairman of the Board in the Bronx (which no longer exists), his work 
with members of that organization, and his brother (a Rabbi) as the impetus 
for his charitable giving. Their perception of charity aligned with his and he has 
since chosen to pursue opportunities to give meaningfully believing that one 
should give back to the institutions that have been instrumental in helping 
one succeed in life. “I think it is necessary to look back and appreciate where 
we’ve passed through.” 

Recognizing the spirit of Hostos and what the history of the College represents 
to many students aspiring to accomplish a dream, Potack views Hostos as a 
“community organization that needs support,” and encourages others to give. 
“It is important to level the playing field by helping people who otherwise would 
not be able to do so on their own.”

It is important to level 
the playing field by 
helping people who 
otherwise would not 
be able to do  so on 
their own.

MICHAEL POTACK
LEVELING THE PLAYING FIELD
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BUILDING THE LEADERS 
OF TOMORROW
ELÍAS ALCÁNTARA
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For ElÍas Alcántara, it’s all about building relationships. The Bronx native 
and self-proclaimed “CUNY guy” never attended Hostos, but his closeness to 
the College and longtime friendship with a former Lehman classmate and 
current Hostos Development Manager, Idelsa Méndez, enlightened him to the 
institution’s important mission.

Alcántara’s passion for people, public policy and civic engagement were honed 
at CUNY, where he graduated from Lehman College (he also attended Medgar 
Evers College and John Jay College of Criminal Justice) and later at the Universidad  
de Chile, where he completed coursework for a master’s degree in International 
Studies with a focus on U.S. and Latin American Affairs. But it was his personal 
and professional connections that led him to serve at the White House under  
President Barack Obama. This was when he learned the power of a “meaningful  
gift” and why he selected Hostos students in his neighborhood as those he would 
support through his Bronx Element Leadership and Social Justice Scholarship. 

The journey to working in the Obama administration began with an unpaid 
internship in 2012. It blossomed with the help of the Lehman College Foun-
dation,which assisted in supporting him financially, allowing him to pursue 
this incredible opportunity. He then served as Senior Associate Director in the 
Office of Intergovernmental Affairs as a liaison for local officials across the country,  
landing him on the “2014 Huffington Post’s 40 Under 40 Latinos in American 
Politics.” Armed with plenty of connections, clout and expertise, he made the 
decision to launch his own company. 

 
After his time in the White House, he founded Bronx Element Strategies (BEst), 

a social impact strategy firm that helps organizations find their philanthropic 
footing. Alcántara recently joined the government affairs team as Vice President 
of Macquarie Infrastructure and Real Assets, the world’s largest infrastructure 
asset manager, and is ready to give in a meaningful way and nurture the next 
generation of policy makers and political agents of change. “If it wasn’t for the 
support from my alma mater’s Foundation, I wouldn’t have ended up at the White 
House,” Alcántara said. “I am ready to build something at Hostos that will grow 
and support and inspire the next generation of change agents and policy makers.”

For Alcántara, it is what you know, who you know … and what you believe in. 

I am ready to build 
something at Hostos 
that will grow and 
support and inspire 
the next generation 
of change agents and 
policy makers.
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Being generous with your time, 
with your resources—that’s   
how you succeed.

Professor Emeritus of history Gerald Meyer arrived at Hostos Community 
College in 1972 and immediately became invested in the College. “When I  
arrived there, I said to myself, I’m going to spend the rest of my professional 
life here,” he explained, adding he felt his political beliefs and values aligned 
with those of the College community’s, and looked forward to being “part of 
an uplift on a larger scale.”

A dedicated political and social activist, Dr. Meyer served as the founding 
chairperson of the Professional Staff Congress Chapter at Hostos for five years. 
During that time, he helped lead the campaign to acquire the 500 Building 
and mobilize the movement to "Save Hostos" amidst a fiscal crisis that threatened 
to result in a merger of the College with Bronx Community College. During his 
tenure, Dr. Meyer served on the executive committee of the College Senate. 
He also co-chaired the Hostos AIDS Task Force and The Hostos Solidarity Coalition, 
and served as an advisor for student organizations including the Student 
Government Association and the Lesbian and Gay United Front. Meyer expressed 
 gratitude for the support the College gave to his work. 

 Though Dr. Meyer retired as a full-time faculty member in 2002, he has 
remained committed to supporting the Hostos community. A steadfast philan- 
thropist, Dr. Meyer co-founded the Circle of 100 Scholarship and Emergency 
Fund with Nydia Edgecombe, Peter Mertens, and the late Dean Virginia Paris.  
The fund, which continues to provide emergency grants to students, was inspired 
by the founders’ desire to create a philanthropic community within the College. 
It has also served as a means for Dr. Meyer to effectively integrate his life with 
the College, once again. “[With] the Circle of 100, I could return to the school  
and really be part of things, and I liked that very much,” he noted. 

 Dr. Meyer has also made generous gifts to the College including one of 
$25,000, for which the College offered to name a room after him. He declined 
the offer and instead requested a room to be named in honor of Vito Marcantonio, 
a seven-term congressman from East Harlem who fought for the interests of his 
Puerto Rican, African-American, and Italian-American constituents. Dr. Meyer 
authored a biography of Marcantonio that he dedicated to the College.

The middle of three brothers, Dr. Meyer grew up in a poor, working-class 
household in Hudson County, New Jersey. He believes his upbringing, in many 
ways, shaped who he is as an activist, scholar, educator and donor. He feels 
fortunate to be in a position where he can give to the College. “It makes me 
smile,” he shared. “I’m happy to do it.” 

 Dr. Meyer, who has a daughter and a son, attributes his success to the support 
he has received from his life partner of thirty-eight years, Luis Romero, his  
maintaining a similar standard of living as his income increased, and his desire 
to help others individually, but also as a member of a movement for social justice. 
“Being generous with your time, with your resources—that’s how you succeed."  

GERALD MEYER

PRESERVING 
THE LEGACY
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ETHNIC BACKGROUND 
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50TH ANNIVERSARY 
BENEFIT 

BronxCare Vice President of Development and External Affairs 

Bob Sancho, former CUNY  Trustee Rita DiMartino and guests.

The Hostos Community College Foundation 50th Anniversary Scholarship 
Benefit was held on April 19, 2018, and through this event, more than 
$408,000 was raised for student scholarships and the educational   
mission of the College.

From left to right: Hostos Foundation board members: Ana Martínez Orizondo, Jason Caraballo, José Díos, Salahuddin Rajput, Dolores Batista, Chairperson José A. Sánchez-Kinghorn, 

President David Gómez, Carolyn McLaughlin, Elba Cabrera, and Julio E. Reyes, Jr.
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Montefiore Medical Center with Hostos President David Gómez.

Goya Foods Inc. Director of  Public Relations Rafael Toro and guests.
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FY 2017-2018

CONTRIBUTED INCOME TO HOSTOS COMMUNITY COLLEGE FOUNDATION

COMPONENTS OF
ENDOWMENT

SUPPORT

SCHOLARSHIPS
IN CUNY INVESTMENT POOL

SCHOLARSHIPS 
WITH FEDERAL 
MATCHING FUNDS

SCHOLARSHIPS IN 
CUNY INVESTMENT POOL

254,665.99

23%

73%100%

805,852.25

1,100,255.60

2017-2018

170,160.60

FOUNDATIONS
669,100.00

51.9%
INDIVIDUALS
277,137.00

21.5%
CORPORATIONS
169,670.97

13.2%
OTHER 
ORGANIZATIONS

13.2%
IN-KIND GIFTS
3,800.00

0.3%

2016-2017

FOUNDATIONS
582,500.00
54.1%

INDIVIDUALS
169,802.00
15.8%

CORPORATIONS
165,665.00
15.4%

OTHER 
ORGANIZATIONS
143,740.00
13.4%

IN-KIND GIFTS
14,676.00
1.4%

289 STUDENT’S LIVES 
TRANSFORMED
VIA SCHOLARSHIPS

TOTAL FUNDRAISING

TOTAL FUNDRAISING 1,076,383.00

1,289,868.57

FINANCIAL OVERVIEW
COLLEGE EXPENDITURES BY MAJOR PURPOSE

1% Technology Fee

M & O Plant** 12%

General
Institutional
Services

8%

11%

General
Administration

13% Student Services

55%
Institution &

Department Research,
Library and Continuing Education

MAJOR PURPOSE
INSTITUTION & DEPARTMENT RESEARCH, 
LIBRARY AND CONTINUING EDUCATION

94,706,999

529,684,02

STUDENT SERVICES

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION

GENERAL INSTITUTIONAL SERVICES

12,002,252

7,455,681

M & O PLANT **

11,460,980 

SUB-TOTAL

10,819,684

TECHNOLOGY FEE

TOTAL ALLOCATION

1,199,000

95,905,999 
Includes Centrally Administered Expenditures
**Includes Building Rentals
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Chairman’s Circle 
$10,000 and Above

The Calderón Family

Kevin Carmine 

Raúl Martínez and Alex González 

Gerald Meyer 

President’s Circle 
$5,000-$9,999

William Aguado and                    
Kathi Pavlick-Aguado

Wally and Nydia Edgecombe 

Cynthia Jones

Dolly Martínez 

Esther Rodríguez-Chardavoyne 

The Sánchez-Kinghorn Family

 

Caimans’ Circle 
$1,200-$4,999

Cira Ángeles 

Dolores Batista 

Nathaniel Cruz 

José and Patricia Díos 

Jacqueline DiSanto 

Sandy Figueroa 

Héctor and Angela Florentino 

M. Salomé Galib and 
Duane McLaughlin

Antone Hernton 

Marielena Hurvich 

Héctor López 

Christine Mangino 

INDIVIDUAL
Mary Manning 

Carolyn McLaughlin 

Peter Mertens 

Ann Mester 

José Muñiz 

Michael Potack 

Rody Reyes-Russi 

Alan Ritzer 

Minerva Román Urrutia 

Rees Shad 

Seny Taveras 

Albert and Dolores Tirado

 

$500-$1,199  

Nieves Angulo 

Marcella Bencivenni 

Arnaldo Bernabe 

Philip A. Berry 

Nancy Biberman 

Susan Bick 

Nicole Bowman 

Sarah Brennan 

Mirkeya Capellán 

John Chardavoyne 

Marcos Charles 

Sarah Church 

Eric Cruz 

Eddie Cuesta 

Susan Dicker 

Stephen Dietz 

Bienvenido Fajardo 

Johanna Gómez 

Eric Goshow 

Lauren Gretina 

Amarilis Jacobo 

Steven Kess 

Edward King 

John Kuitwaard 

Norman Lichtman 

Patricia Mabry 

John MacElwee 

Diana Macri 

Bradley Manier 

Ana Padilla 

Gregory Page 

Gabriela Palmieri 

Greg Pavin 

Thomas Pulling 

Sal Rajput 

Silvia Reyes 

Lisanette Rosario 

Howard Rosas 

Peter Scaturro 

Varun Sehgal 

Garry Smalley 

Eugene Sohn 

Lisanka Soto 

Esperanza Spaulding 

Saudy Tejada 

Eileen Torres 

Van Tran 

Vasili Tsamis 

Carmen Vega-Rivera 

Elizabeth Vélez 

Ramón Vélez 

Philip Waterman 

Linda Watkins-Goffman 

Dudley Williams 

Cid Wilson 

Rubén Worrell

 

$100-$499

Rashal Ahmed

Julián Amaro 

Donald Ambrose 

Jesús Angulo 

Félix Arocho 

Babette Audant 

Ramón Ayala 

Richard Berlin 

Benjamin Bray 

Maurice Brown 

Elba Cabrera 

Amelia Caraballo 

William Casari 

Julio and Luz  Centeno 

Anita Cunningham 

Bronislaw Czarnocha 

Olen Dias 

Daniel Dupree 

Michael Emma 

Joan Falcetta 

Safiya Faustin 

Dolores M. Fernández                  
President Emeritus, Hostos         
Community College 

Evelyn Fernández-Ketcham

Thomas Finn 

Madeline Ford 

Faith Frank 

John Frank 

John Funaro 

José R. García 

Melanie García-Torres 

Ramón Gómez 

Aleris González 

Glenda Grace 

María Grieco 

Jill Hamberg 

Claudia Hernández 

Orlando Hernández 

Yvette Hernández-Luyando 

Sarah Hoiland 

Laurel Huggins 

Christine Hutchins 

Ernest Ialongo 

Yvonne Ibelli 

Allen G. Kadish 

Bette Kerr-Carrington 

Suchart Korcharoenpanich 

Vasilios Kovakoglou 

DONORS
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Diana Kreymer 

Sandra Lacay 

Inmaculada Lara Bonilla 

Miriam Laskin 

Henry Lesnick 

Lewis Levine 

Isabel Li 

Jason Libfeld 

Acela Linares 

Paul Lipson 

Keli Liu 

Elvis Lockward 

Shirley Londono 

Gladys López 

Antonio Lugo 

Meiling Macías 

Graciano Matos 

Félix Matos Rodríguez                
President Emeritus, Hostos         
Community College

Diahann McFarlane 

Saida Meléndez-Martínez 

Margarita Minino 

Carlos Molina 

Félix Monegro 

Lillian Morales 

Mercedes Moscat 

Tram Nguyen 

Myra Nieves 

Timothy Noble 

Lizzie Orizondo 

Nelson Ortíz 

Ana Ozuna 

Nélida Pastoriza 

Dasha Pérez 

Franklyn Pérez 

Maritza Pérez 

Rupert Phillips 

Richard Pietras 

Mercè Pujol 

Rafael Quiles 

Luis Reyes 

Linda Ridley 

Carlos Rivera 

Rafael Rivera-Viruet 

José Rodríguez 

The Rodríguez-Cintrón Family 

Yoel Rodríguez-Fernández 

María Román 

Jerry Rosa 

Yvette Rosario 

Daniel Sackson 

José Santana 

Víctor Santana 

Teresa Santiago 

Emily Santoro 

Kevin Scully 

Elizabeth Sergile 

Pearl Shavzin-Dremeaux 

James Sheehan 

Shirley Shevach 

Héctor Soto 

Elizabeth Tappeiner 

Beatriz Taveras 

Eugene Tirado 

Dulce Toppenberg 

Lourdes Torres 

Nieves Torres 

Carmen Vásquez 

Elys Vásquez-Iscan 

Vivian Vázquez 

Gregory Ventura 

Fabián Wander 

Elizabeth Wilson 

Lauren Wolf 

Kate Wolfe 

Mayleni Yunes

 

Up to $99

Dilia Abad 

Ebony Abel-Brown 

Magnolia Acevedo 

Jason Acosta 

Yao Adjete 

Pernel Adonis 

Elías Advincola 

Rosa Agosto Gutiérrez 

Michelle Aguirre 

Kenneth Agyapong 

Emmanuel Agyekum 

Kazi Ahmed 

Chris Aiken 

Baraka Alhassan 

Samira Almonte 

Mohammed Al-Salahi 

Semah Altam 

George Alvarenga 

Karen Anderson 

Linda Anderson 

Andrew Aponte 

Ricardo Árias 

Joel Avendaño Sánchez 

Jafreisy Aybar 

Rosaly Azcona 

Fatoumata Bah 

William Baker 

Phil Balsano 

Isabel Barbecho 

Kristina Belle 

Benjamin Beng 

Sigfrido Benítez 

Barbara Berger 

Sergio Bermúdez 

Berkis Berroa-Reyes 

Alima Bianchi 

Catherine Biemkpa 

Mark Birenbaum 

Giselle Bonilla 

Abdul Boynes 

Josmery Brito 

Shawn Brown 

Kristopher Burrell 

Richard Camacho 

Issiaka Camara 

Yinna Cancho 

Joedanna Capellán 

Jason Caraballo 

Nataly Carbajal 

María Carfora 

Ana Carrión-Silva 

Silvia Castillo 

Isabel Cespedes 

Sherry Chavis 

Raquél Checo 

Tyrone Codjoe 

Daryl Coffield 

Latorra Coles 

Carissa Colón 

Geovanny Colón 

Neal Convery 

Beatriz Correa 

Bema Coulibaly 

Diamory Coulibaly 

Safari Crosby 

Jimmie Cruz 

Stephany Cruz 

Jerome Currie 

Dawn Dangelo Smith 

Raúl de Jesús 

Ovis De Los Santos 

Alexa Del Rosario 

Lydia De La Cruz 

Brandon Delgado 

Kaniel Dennis 

Cadine Desouza 

Rokia Diabi 

Ouleye Diagne 

Fatoumata Diakite 

Abdoulaye Diallo 

Christine Dias-Singh 

John Díaz 

Luz Díaz 

Mishael Dick 

Jeradine Dongmo 

Reginald Dorcely 

Undine Doret 

Aereaol Downing 

Alibin Drayton 

Fanny Dumancela 

Yoryana Echavarria 

Khaldwn El-Fares 

Heba Elsayed 

Juan Escobar 

Marilia Estevez 

Josef Estrella 

Jerick Evangelista 
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Roberto Felíz 

Whitney Figuereo 

Jean Figueroa 

Ija Flemming 

Ronald Flemming 

Eric Flores 

Samuel Foster Salla 

Keywan Fowler 

Kendra Francilot 

Calvin Francis 

Christeen Francis 

Frederick Franklin 

Kathryn Gabriel 

Félix Galindo 

Melody García 

Ana García Reyes 

Kodou Gaye 

Essi Gbogbo 

Sandra Gbotoe 

Joshua Goldblatt 

Lourdes Gomera 

Juan Gómez 

Ana González 

Daisy González 

Irene González 

Rosario González 

Nancy Graham 

Julian Gurevich 

Jaisha Guzman 

Eliza Hernández 

William Hernández 

Christian Herrera 

Isela Herrera 

Ibrahim Ibrahim 

Lisa Infante 

Vilo Moca Jacquez 

Iline Jarrett-McDaniel 

Ameena Johnson 

Christina Johnson 

Natalie Jones 

Carl Joseph 

El Hadji Kasse 

Muna Kassim 

Fatoumata Kebe 

Dienebou Keita 

Tia Kelly 

Fatou Kendrick 

Jackson Khalil 

Salima King 

Fatoumata Koite 

Jolanta Krekora 

Hyun Joung Kwon 

Andrey Lavrentyev 

Tevin Lawrence 

Diana Lema-Cortés 

Mamadi Lembone 

Krystal Lewis 

Isaac Llanos 

Ebony Lloyd 

Darling López 

Thalía López 

Dailee Louis 

Tiffany Loutan 

Judith Louzolo-Mbouilou 

Charles Lovell 

Bruce Lumpkin 

Nathaniel Maldonado 

Marcella Mandracchia 

Aarron Márquez 

Jennifer Marrero 

Antony Martin 

Nadira Martin 

Manfry Martínez 

Urda Martínez 

Elena Martínez 

Ana Martínez Orizondo 

Ramfis Martínez Ramírez 

Laurie Masterson 

Danery Mata 

Pamela Mateo 

Jorge Matos 

Didier Mbuyi 

Lucileydi Melo 

Analilia Méndez 

Marsha Milan-Bethel 

Jacquelín Miller 

Mayra Miranda 

Todd Moeller 

Miqueas Molano 

Noelia Montanéz 

Orlando Morales 

Georgina Morla 

Seyiti Moussa 

Sun Mi Myung 

Merly Navarrete-Castellón 

Tanya Navarro 

Donte Nettles 

Yero Niangadou 

Clara Nieto-Wire 

Inocencia Nieves 

Wilfredo Nieves Jr. 

Darius Niles 

Simone Nitcheu Djekou 

Precious Obasi 

Jesús Ocasio 

Candace Ogilvie 

Santa Ojeda 

Jeffrey Olivo 

Yaku O’Neal 

Italia Ooka 

Belarmino Ortega 

Jaline Ortíz 

Melissa Ortíz 

Michael Ortíz 

Mohamadou Ouaba 

Jezreel Palmero 

Nereida Pastrana 

Rosalba Paulino 

Christian Pellerano 

Kevin Pelotte 

Annie Peña 

Emma Peña 

Wanda Peña 

Frank Peralta 

Patricia Peralta 

Tabitha Pérez 

Caprielle Peters 

Erick Pichardo Ángeles 

Omar Pirón 

Jerrilyn Pizzini 

Janet Planten 

Lamesha Powe 

Anna Purwowilianto 

Mario  R. 

Vinicio Ramírez 

Idritza Ramos 

Adrian Randall 

Robyn Ransome 

Maxwell Raven 

Christopher Reyes 

Olga Reyes 

Joel Reyes Vélez 

Arelys Rivas 

Alexandra Rivera 

David Rivera 

María Rivera 

Mitchell Rivera 

Pedro Rivera 

Carl Robertson 

Oral Robinson 

Chari Rodríguez 

Eunice Rodríguez 

Jazmín Rodríguez 

Roberto Romero 

Michael Rosa 

Nicole Rosefort 

Minolca Ruiz-Peña 

Misael Salas 

Ediberto Saldaña 

Rosalis Sánchez 

John Sánchez 

Moussa Sandwidi 

Alex Santana 

Darlenys Santana 

Miriam Santiago 

Reina Santos 

Tiffany Santos 

Christopher Saunders 

Jennifer Scott 

Ramah Sharaf 

Kevin Shen 

Luis  Sierra 

Destiny Smalls Allen 

Laura Smet 

Brian Smith 
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Mai Smith 

Princess Smith 

Juana Soriano 

Melissa Souffront 

Christine Stidirons 

Inna Suárez 

Francia Suero Hernández 

Sakiyna Switzer Walker 

Fatoumata Sylla 

Adaluz Tavárez 

Berenice Tejeda 

María Tennon 

Lawrence Tevin 

Olaoye Titilayo 

Paul Torres 

Reuben Torres 

Debra Trammell 

Saran Traore 

Ifeoma Ubaka 

Sandy Ureña De León 

Safiya Usman 

Elizabeth Vaca-Valverde 

Jarinson Valerio 

Julia Vargas 

Sosima Vázquez 

Chris Vella 

Alejandra Villa 

Gloria Walter 

Shaday Whale 

Desiree Whitworth 

Melissa Williams 

Anthony Wood 

Ashley Woods 

Winter Woods 

$100,000 and Above 

Booth Ferris Foundation 

The Carroll and Milton Petrie 
Foundation 

The Lucius N. Littauer Foundation 

$25,000-$99,999 

CITGO 

Goya Foods, Inc. 

Hostos Auxiliary 

Montefiore Medical Center 

Robert Sterling Clark Foundation 

Stavros Niarchos Foundation 

TheDream.US 

$10,000-$24,999 

1199SEIU 

AXA Foundation 

Bronx Element Strategies 

BronxCare Health System 

The New York Community Trust 

Urgent Care 

$5,000-$9,999 

Acacia Network, Inc. 

Bronx Terminal Market 

Catholic Charities -  
Archdiocese of New York 

Continental Food and                    
Beverage, Inc. 

District Council 37 

GEICO Government  
Employees Insurance Co. 

Popular Bank 

Popular Foundation 

UBS 

WellCare of New York, Inc. 

$1,000-$4,999 

AllCare Provider Services, Inc. 

Borough of Manhattan               
Community College 

Bronx Community College 

BronxNet Community Television 

BronxWorks, Inc. 

Café Royale 

Con Edison 

Consulado General de la                
República Dominicana 

Gelfand Rennert &                         
Feldman LLC 

Guttman Community College 

Henry Schein, Inc. 

Hostos Continuing Education & 
Workforce Development 

Hostos Student Government  
Association 

Imlay International, LLC 

JLO Consultant, Inc. 

Kingsborough Community College 

L.A. Riverside Brokerage, Inc. 

Lincoln Medical & Mental           
Health Center 

Marisco Centro 

MBD Community Housing Corp. 

New York City College                           
of Technology 

New York State Dental Association 

New York State Dental Foundation 

Pediatrics 2000 

Phipps Houses 

Ponce Bank 

Presidio 

Public Works Partners 

Queens College 

Queensborough                                 
Community College 

Salsa Catering Special Events 

Spring Bank 

TD Bank 

The Aspen Institute 

The Henry Luce Foundation 

The New York City Hispanic          
Chamber of Commerce 

Urban Health Plan, Inc. 

Vélez Organization 

$500-$999 

American Golf Corporation 

Briggs Family Pediatrics 

Cibao Meat Products, Inc. 

Empire Office, Inc. 

Hunter College 

Hutch Metro Center LLC 

JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A. 

Metropolitan College of New York 

New York City League of               
Puerto Rican Women 

Pepsi-Cola Bottling Company  
 of New York, Inc. 

Research Foundation of CUNY 

Hector and Angela Florentino

Mary Manning

Raúl Martinez and Alex González

INDIVIDUAL 
GIFTS IN KIND

ORGANIZATIONS

ORGANIZATIONS
GIFTS IN KIND
American Golf Corporation

BronxNet Community Television

Ceetay Restaurant

Entertainment Cruises, Inc.

Goya Foods, Inc.

Mott Haven Bar & Grill

National Basketball Association

Port Morris Distillery

Salsa Catering & Special Events

The Bronx Brewery

The Bronx County Historical Society

The New York Yankees

The Seawane Club

Up to $499 

All Out Arts, Inc. 

AXA Equitable 

Dunwell Elevator Electrical                 
Industries, Inc. 

Future Funds, LLC 

Jack Loconsolo & Co., Inc. 

Lane Associates Heating & Cooling 

Marmara House Projects 

R.A.I.N., Inc. 

The New York Botanical Garden 
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Anthony St. John Memorial Scholarship

Barnes & Noble Scholarship

Beth Abraham Nursing Scholarship

Bridge Tuition Support Assistance (BTSA) Fund

The Carroll and Milton Petrie Foundation Emergency Fund

CenterLight Health Systems Nursing Scholarship

The Carlos Beltrán Foundation Scholarship

Carlos González & Edward González Jr. Scholarship

Cecil Pitman Dental Hygiene Scholarship

The Circle of 100 Emergency Fund

CITGO’s Academic Achievers & Scholarship Program

Dolores M. Fernández Scholarship

The Doctor Juan Bosch – Pediatrics 2000 Scholarship

The Dylan Isaac Ravenfox Memorial Scholarship

Elias Karmon Scholarship

Ernesto Malavé Scholarship

The Gerald Meyer Transfer Scholarship

The Honorable Héctor L. Díaz Scholarship

Hostos Community College Foundation Scholarship 

Howard Bayne Scholarship

Josephine Aguado Scholarship

Judith Z. Potack and Dorothy Hausberg Scholarship  

Mildred Hernton Scholarship

Nancy Reveron Scholarship

The New York Yankees Scholarship

Paula L. Zajan Early Childhood Education Scholarship  

Prof. Magda Vasillov Scholarship

Ramón J. Jiménez Memorial Scholarship  
   of Social Policy and Practice        

Sammy Seals Scholarship

Shirley Hinds Scholarship

Virginia Paris Memorial Scholarship

Wallace Edgecombe Scholarship

SCHOLARSHIPS
The following scholarships are available to Hostos students, thanks to our generous donors.
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José A. Sánchez-Kinghorn, Chairperson 

Dolores Batista, Vice Chairperson

Carolyn McLaughlin, Secretary

José Díos, Treasurer

Ana Martínez Orizondo, Executive Director

Cira Ángeles

Jorge L. Ayala

Nancy E. Biberman

Elba Cabrera

Jason Caraballo

M. Salomé Galib

Roberto S. García

April Horton

Salahuddin Rajput

Julio E. Reyes, Jr.

Edwin Rivera-Searles

Rafael Rivera-Viruet
 

William Aguado, Board Emeritus

Luis Canela, Board Emeritus

Carmen Vega-Rivera, Board Emeritus

Dudley N. Williams, Jr., Board Emeritus

Ana Martínez Orizondo, Vice President,  Institutional Advancement

John Frank, Director of Development

Susan Pinamonti, Corporate and Foundations Relations Senior Manager

Idelsa Méndez, Development Manager

The Hostos Community College Foundation wishes to thank those 
who contributed to the development of this report: Ken Acquah,     
Fanny Dumancela, José García, Joseph Goodrich, Claudia Hernández, 
Piotr Kocik, Dolly Martínez, Kathleen Onikute, and Romain Suinat. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

DEVELOPMENT OFFICE

DESIGN: Alice Curiel
PHOTOGRAPHY: Arpi Pap
EDITOR: Odalis Mino
WRITERS: Odalis Mino, Richard Pietras, Tanisha L. Ramírez

HOSTOS COMMUNITY COLLEGE FOUNDATION 
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GAYANE 
SARKISYANTS
Student and CITGO Scholarship Recipient 

Gayane studies Digital Design & Animation and eagerly awaits her graduation 
in spring 2019. Although her parents originate from Armenia, Gayane was born 
in Uzbekistan and has lived in Russia since the age of seven. 

After receiving a bachelor’s degree in Russia, Gayane wanted to further her 
studies in the United States. She believed it was important for her to attend a 
university that offered the most affordable tuition for an international student  
and turned her attention to community colleges. Thoroughly researching the 
community colleges with media design programs, Gayane knew Hostos was 
the right choice for her. “I compared different student portfolios and got to the  
conclusion that Hostos had a powerful animation program.” Leaving her family 
behind in Russia, she arrived in the U.S. in 2015 and began taking English 
language courses during her first year in the states. By the spring of 2017, she 
was enrolled as a full-time student at Hostos.

Prior to her fall 2018 semester, Gayane received a phone call regarding her 
eligibility among other candidates for a merit scholarship from CITGO. At first,  
she thought it was a prank call. “I asked them ten times if they knew I was an  
international student.” When she received the final call informing her of the 
scholarship, which covers the full cost of tuition, books and transit, she was 
completely overcome with emotion and began to cry. Her mother, who has been 
her sole source of financial support, was taking out loans in Russia to support 
the costs of her international higher education. “I was so depressed because 
it’s hard to study here without my family and that [the news of the scholarship]  
woke me up and gave me so much motivation.”

The 26-year old aspires to transfer to a four-year university after graduation, 
pursue her bachelor’s degree, and secure a job related to her field of study. 
“I hope I become a famous person,” she says. “Out of that, I would be able to make 
donations to schools, colleges; to students who need help. This is my big dream.” 

She recognizes what receiving a scholarship has meant in terms of her academic 
advancement and greatly appreciates her donor’s generosity. To those considering 
to give, her message is simply: “Even a small help, like a MetroCard, saves a 
lot of money and helps you buy food instead. The smallest donation can save a 
student from depression.” Her advice to students seeking financial assistance, 
especially international students, is to ask anyone and everyone at the college 
about the types of resources and programs available to them. “New York is not 
a place to be shy.”

Thanks to a generous grant provided through CITGO Petroleum Corporation’s 
Bronx Social Program, students selected for the Academic Achievers and Scholarship 
Program at Hostos receive holistic resources to help them grow and succeed 
academically. The program supports tuition, fees and other educational expenses 
including transportation and books. It also encourages scholars to participate in  
volunteer opportunities, tutoring, academic and leadership development work-
shops, and cultural activities. “At CITGO, we believe in putting people first,” 
Rafael Gómez, Vice President of Strategic Shareholder Relations, Government 
& Public Affairs at CITGO, says of the corporation’s giving philosophy. “Our social 
responsibility is driven by our fueling good philosophy of investing in people 
and improving lives in communities where we operate—and beyond.”

CITGO: PUTTING PEOPLE FIRST

As Hostos looks to the next 50 years,  your continued support will:
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THANK YOU FOR GIVING

During our 50th Anniversary year, your support enabled our students to:

Receive scholarship 
awards that make it 

possible to persist and 
earn their degrees

Access a nutritiously 
stocked food pantry, 

helping them to 
prioritize their studies

Report that their parent's highest 
education attainment is some high 

school or less

Are first generation        
college students

Have an annual income of 
less than $30,000

77% 58% 27%

As Hostos looks to the next 50 years,  your continued support will:

Increase student 
graduation and transfer 

rates to four-year colleges

Provide experiential 
learning opportunities to 

more students

Develop academic programs 
and workforce certifications 
responsive to labor market 

trends and community needs

Provide additional 
scholarships, awards, and 
critical emergency funds

Our students defy the odds with their accomplishments, but there are challenges we must continue to overcome. 



WWW.HOSTOS.CUNY.EDU
WWW.GIVETOHOSTOS.COM

DIVISION OF INSTITUTIONAL ADVANCEMENT 
120 EAST 149TH STREET, D-214

BRONX, NY 10451
718-518-4321


